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DETROIT, MARCH 29. 1943 


DIGEST EDITION 


Avtomotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes | 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
This is especially true since Automotive News | 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, ALTromotivg 

| 


than in peacetime. 


News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever, will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 


(Next Regular Edition, Including Service Section, April 5) 


$4 Per Year, 15¢ Per Copy 


r] Sparks | Used Car Ceiling Held Unlikely Now 


Rationing of Used Cars and Trucks Also Remote, OPA Official Avers; 
Limited Output of Trucks Planned for Fall of This Year; 
AAA Seeks Re-Appraisal of Mileage Ceiling 


It’s reported OPA may soon re- 
move price ceilings on “luxury” 
items, such as high-priced cars. 


* * * 


If your copy of Automotive News 
s late in arriving—don’t blame 
yone in this country. 


* * * 


Dealer-reader suggests we change 
last part of an Automotive News 
iller—“Democracy is the Ameri- 
can way of life; let’s keep it that 
way’—to “. ..; let’s go back to it.” 


* * * 


With probable release of mate- 
als to build some civilian prod- 
ucts this fall, it’s possible more 
material will be made available for 
he erection of additional synthetic- 
rubber plants. 


* * * 


Over There 

Nazi authorities have executed 
00 striking workers in Radom, 
Poland. 


Labor papers please copy. 


* * * 


ires? 
For Sale: 1934 Plymouth coupe; 
never been in a garage and looks 
ke hell, but sound motor, good 
brakes.—Michigan (U.) Daily want 
* * * 


‘Praise the Lord’ 

OPA Chief Prentiss Brown has 
removed all veto powers from 
gency’s lawyers. And Brown’s a 
awyer himself. 

Hereafter, lawyers will give only 
egal advice and all administrative 
eads of OPA will make final de- 
cisions on programs within their 
espective jurisdictions. 


* * * 


ore to Come 

Tipoff on continued governmental 

gulations after war: Secretary of 

easury Morgenthau’s warning 
that the nation must be on guard 

gainst postwar inflation because 
of “rapid industrial revival after 

he war.” 

“This means,” he said, “that we 
must reorient our wartime ways of 
doing things, our wartime ways of 
buying and living, not all at once, 
but gradually.” 


* * * 


Postwar Steels 

A prominent car maker reports 

that war production has unearthed 

mmore places where ordinary steels 
“tan be used successfully than had 
been thought possible. 

He predicts that, after the war, 
few manufacturers will pay high 
prices for nickel and other alloy 
steels in many operations. He 
says, however, that thus far no 
suitable substitute had been found 

Y for valve steels. 


* * * 


“Army Mechanics 
ODT advises that Army me- 
hanics over 38 years of age are 
available to auto dealers to help 
meet the manpower shortage. 
Conditions for honorable dis- 
charge are: (a) If mechanic is 38 
n or before Feb. 28, 1943; (b) If 
e voluntarily submits application 
to immediate commanding officer 
rior to May 1, 1943 (if in this 
ountry) or before June 1 (if over- 
seas); (c) If he presents letter 
om prospective employer in an 
essential industry if discharged 
(emphasize essential nature of 
ompany’s operations). 


When Figures Don’t Jibe, 
What’s the Answer? 


On March 10, WPB announced that only 57,573 new 
trucks were left in the national reserve pool. Industry 
figures at that time showed that an estimated 89,000 
trucks were still left. Last week WPB announced that 
there are 82,328 trucks of all sizes in the pool, as of 
March 9, 1948. 

What goes on here? Why should WPB issue a 
statement to the public that was a misrepresentation 
of the facts? 

These 24,755 trucks can’t be lost to the extent that 
the government body, entrusted with keeping stockpile 
records, didn’t know they were in existence. Nor can 
these “lost” trucks be excused on the basis that they 
were the vehicles “earmarked for future government 
use” (as specifically stated in WPB’s latest release). 
For in this release it is stated that, of the 82,328 new 
trucks now in the pool, 30,150 are for government use 
and 52,178 are still available for sale to essential 
civilians. 

But these figures don’t jibe. 

Misrepresentation such as this cannot be explained 
away as military necessity, nor upheld under the guise 
of releasing information that might give comfort to our 
enemy—unless, of course, the government considers the 
hundreds of dealers, still carrying these vehicles in 
their storage, as being the enemy. 

When will WPB and ODT, who hold the fate of this 
truck pool, tell interested dealers which of these 82,328 
vehicles are the ones earmarked for government use— 
and how many light, medium and heavy vehicles of 
each make are still available, so that dealers in each 
make can know what they still have left to sell? 

Goodwill between government and dealers—and 
enthusiastic cooperation of dealers in endeavoring to 
move these vehicles before RFC is compelled by law 
to buy them back if offered—cannot be expected as 
long as such misrepresentation exists. 

Isn’t it past the time when such practices should 
be stopped? 


Re-appraisal of the whole tire and 
rubber situation to determine whether 
a higher mileage ceiling can be estab- 
lished to permit greater utilization of 
the passenger car in meeting the na- 
tions overall transportation needs, was urged last week 
by the American Automobile Assn. In addition to re-ex- 
amination of the 5,000-mile mileage ceiling, the AAA’s 
mileage rationing recommendations also called for exten- 
sion of the validity period for A coupons, speed-up in dis- 
tribution of tires acquired by the government through the 
idle-tire purchase program, re-study of the 35-mile national 
speed limit and of the allotment of gasoline on the as- 
sumption that cars get 15 miles to the gallon, and granting 
of special gasoline rations for members of the armed forces 
on furlough or leave. 

In transmitting the recommendations of the AAA ex- 
ecutive committee to Rubber Director Jeffers and other war 
agency officials, President Thos. P. Henry, commended 
recent easing of rationing restrictions and the announced 
policy of placing greater reliance on motorists’ cooperation. 
“This attitude,” he declared, “is all the more reason why 
the motorists should cooperate in every possible way to 
make the government’s rubber program completely success- 
ful.” Recommendations of the executive committee as to 
mileage rationing follow in full: —— 

1 Before the new registration becomes effective in 
late July, there should be a thorough-going ap- 


(Continued on Page 2, Column 3 


AAA Requests 
Re-Appraisal of 
Mileage Ceiling 


Although used truck price ceilings 
are due shortly after Apr. 15, there is 
no likelihood of ceilings on used cars 
at present, Chicago and Illinois dealers 
were told last week by Samuel B. 
Shapiro, chief of research and quotas section, OPA’s auto 
rationing branch. He added that there is no likelihood at 
present for rationing of used cars and used trucks. 

“If rationing of used cars is adopted at all, Shapiro told 
about 400 dealers meeting in Chicago, “it will be on an 
area basis and in sections where shortages exist.” He 
ss sevens 

Ration Rumors Spiked 
Spiking rumors that used cars would be rationed 
shortly, an OPA spokesman in Washington told Automo- 
tive News at press time Thursday that such a rationing 
program is “definitely NOT” under consideration at this 
time. However, the spokesman did confirm previous 


reports that OPA is now studying a plan for placing 
used car prices under ceilings. 


No Price Ceiling 
On Used Cars 
Likely at Present 


declared that the present plan is to clear the decks of all 
remaining new cars by the end of 1943, and said that on 
March 1 there were about 215,000 new cars still in dealer 
hands. 

The luncheon, sponsored jointly by Chicago Automobile 
Trade Assn. and Illinois Automotive Trade Assn., was pre- 
sided over by Ben T. Wright, president of CATA, and 
addresses by William H. Spencer, regional director of 
WMC, and Lieut. Col. George A. Irvin, regional field officer 
of Selective Service. Both stressed training programs to 
relieve the shortage of mechanics. 


x k * 


WPB’s announced plans to resume 
WPB’s Plans Call production of several essential civil- 
For Limited Output ian items in limited quantities, pos- 
Of Trucks in °43_ sibly early next fall, do not include 
automobiles but definitely contem- 
plate manufacture of some trucks, it was learned last week 
in Washington. Discussion of plans for resuming limited 
production of trucks has been known for some time, but 
details of the proposed program are still secret. It has 
been reported, however, without confirmation, that plans 
call for resumption of production on truck makes and 
models now out of stock. 


Plans for production of a so-called “Victory” model 
car, while under consideration for some time, must await 
disposition of the present stockpile of new cars and a 
clearing up of the gasoline and rubber problems, it is 
reported. It is believed in some quarters that serious 
consideration can be given to resumption of limited car 
production sometime in 1944. 


News in Brief 


Trucks in Pool 


DETROIT.—Of 82,328 new 
trucks in the national pool on 
March 9, 30,150 are earmarked 
for government use and 52,178 
for civilian rationing, WPB’s 
Automotive division announced 
last week. A total of 26,394 
medium and 6,794 heavy units 
have been added to the pool 
since March, 1942. Breakdown 
of the remaining trucks: For 
Army, 8,807 light, 18,984 medium 
and 2,359 heavy units; For 
civilians, 13,045 light, 36,062 me- 
dium and 3,071 heavy. 


Top Rating 


CHICAGO.—Fred Poehner, of 
ODT’s division of motor trans- 
port, announced last week that 


after March 381 motor carriers 
of petroleum would be given a 
priority rating equal to that of 
the military for purchase of 
maintenance and operating sup- 
plies and repairs, 


Price Rise OK’d 

PHILADELPHIA.—The Wage 
and Hour division has approved 
the application for service price 
adjustments submitted by the 
Philadelphia Automobile Trade 
Assn., President Martin Bury 
announced last week. The ap- 
plication at present is before a 
panel of the War Labor Board, 
he said. “OPA assures us that 
if WLB approves it, price ad- 
justment applications will be 
approved automatically,” Bury 
said. 
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All Cars in $14 or $18 Class... 
Auto License Fees 


Simplified in Vt. 


MONTPELIER, Vt.—A bill pro- | 
viding for the simplification and 
standardization of Vermont’s auto- 
mobile registration fee schedule, | 
with all passenger cars placed in 
has been | 
and | 
signed into law by Gov. William 


the $14 or $18 class, 


passed by the legislature 


H. Wills. 


Under the new measure, which 
was sponsored in the legislature by | 
Rep. Herbert Riggs of Hinesburg, 
the annual fee for registration of | 
all passenger cars of 1937 model | 


Bill Proposes 
New Civilian 


Supply Setup 


WASHINGTON.—Hearings on a 
bill which proposes the creation of 


a Civilian Supply Administration 
under the Office of Ecenomic Sta- 


bilization, will 


start Wednesday 


before the Senate Banking and 


Currency committee. 


A tentative list of witnesses in- 
cludes the following: Joseph L. 
Weiner, director, Office of Civilian 


Supply, War Production Board; 
Donald M. Nelson, chairman, WPB; 
Claude R. Wickard, food admin- 
istrator; Paul V. McNutt, chair- 
man, War Manpower Commission; 
James F. Byrnes, director, Office 
of Economic Stabilization; Edward 
Allen and Morris Thompson of the 
National Retail Dry Goods Assn.; 
Clarence Francis of General Foods 
Corp.; and representatives of the 
automobile dealers, laundries, gro- 
cers, meat packers, fresh fruit and 
vegetable distributors, etc. 

The measure, introduced a few 
days ago by Senator Francis Ma- 
loney of Connecticut, on behalf of 
himself, chairman, Senator Robert 
A. Taft of Ohio, and Senator James 
G. Scrugham of Nevada, compris- 
ing the Subcommittee on Civilian 
Supply of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business, would give the 


nation a_ stated policy on the) 
civilian supply question—a policy | 
declaring that “keeping the civilian | 


population healthy and function- 
ing effectively is essential to the 
successful prosecution of the war.” 

To give this policy force, the 
bill would make it incumbent on 
the federal government itself “to 
guarantee the production and dis- 
tribution of the goods and services” 
necessary to achieve this objective 
and require the mobilization of the 
capacities and resources of 
small business concerns” in pro- 


duction and distribution for civilian | 


needs. 

The proposed Civilian Supply 
Administration would have as its 
chief officer a civilian supply ad- 
ministrator, appointed by the Presi- 


dent by and with the consent of | 


the senate, who would be subject 


to such directions as the Economic | 


Stabilization Director may deem 
appropriate to carry out the pur- 
poses of the legislation. This would 
make the new official a part of the 
organization of which Byrnes is 
the head. 


By the bill, the Office of Civilian | 


Supply, as existing in the War 
Production Board, with its per- 
sonnel, records and property, will 
be transferred to the new agency 
within 15 days from the effective 
date of the bill. 

Provision for the creation of a 
Civilian Supply Advisory Board is 
in the bill. 





Union Control Bill 


Enacted in Kans. 

TOPEKA, Kans.—Gov. An- 
drew Schoeppel last week signed 
a Kansas labor union control 
bill. 

The bill, opposed in the Re 
publican-dominated legislature 
by representatives of organized 
labor, requires licensing of labor 
union agents; financial reports 
by unions; reports of fees, dues 
and assessments of members, 
and reports of salaries paid 
union officials. It prohibits sit- 
down strikes and jurisdictional 
disputes. 





“all | 


and later is $18, and the fee for 
pleasure cars of vintage earlier 
than 1937 and _ weighing 2,500 
pounds or less is $14. Passenger 
cars of more than 2,500 pounds and 
model earlier than 1937 will be 
registered at $18. 

These new standardized fees re- 
| place a schedule which ranged 
from $12 to $33, according to 
weight, and under which no model 
later than 1936 was registered at 
less than $18 irrespective of weight. 

As the new bill was signed, it 
was announced that car owners 
who previously applied for reg- 
istration would receive refunds if 
they had paid more than the fee 
now required. 

The new law, which is effective 
retroactively to March 1, was de- 
layed in the State Senate by debate 
over a proposed amendment of- 
fered by the finance committee to 
put the ceiling at 21, and retain 
present rates below that figure. 
The amendment was defeated over- 
whelmingly. 

Gov. Wills also has_ signed 
; Measures requiring but one auto- 
mobile inspection during the war 
emergency, and suspending specifi- 
cations for motor vehicle registra- 
tion plates during the war emer- 
gency. 


* * * 


Dealers Saved ‘Paper’ 


Under Ind. Act 


INDIANAPOLIS.—Gov. Henry S. 
Schricker has signed two bills, 
which amend state motor vehicvle 
‘laws. House bill 376 requires the 
secretary of state to issue one 

_ license plate in place of two, to be 
displayed on the rear of the vehicle 
| in addition to the 1942 plates, and 
suspends until 1946 provisions of 
the act in conflict. 

| The other bill eliminates the re- 
‘quirement that a registered car 
dealer must report sale of a motor 
| vehicle to the bureau of motor 
|vehicles. Both bills carried an 
| emergency clause and are in effect 
immediately. P 


* 


‘Conn. Dealers Oppose 
Responsibility Bill 

HARTFORD, Conn.—A stringent 
motorists’ financial responsibility 
| bill, which would make liability 
insurance a prerequisite for reten- 
tion of driver’s licenses by persons 
involved in an accident, was op- 
posed by spokesmen for the Con- 
necticut Automotive Trades Assn. 
and individual automobile dealers 
at a two-hour hearing before the 
| State Legislature’s motor vehicles 
| committeee. 

Under the proposed legislation, 
persons responsible for an accident 
would be required to furnish proof 
that they are able to pay for all 
damages from that or future mis- 
haps in which they might be 
involved, in order to avoid having 
their licenses and registration re- 
voked. Asserting that there was 
no demand for the measure except 
from insurance agents “who pro- 
pose to sell the liability policies,” 
Carl Lane, president of the dealer 
association, urged the legislature 


| to act cautiously because of the 


present restricted use of cars. 
* * * 


Del. Increases Weight, 


|Length Limits 





| been passed by the State Senate. 


| Speaker Benjamin F. Johnson, the 


'maximum weight of single unit 


_ trucks from 33 to 35 feet. 


DOVER, Del.—Two bills bringing 
Delaware’s truck weight and length 
laws into conformity with the uni- 
form program of the Eastern At- 
lantic States Conference, have 


Previously approved by the House, 
in which they were introduced by 


measures awaits only Gov. Walter 
W. Bacon’s signature to become 
law. 

One of the bills provides that the 


trucks be increased from 38,000 to 
40,000 pounds, and in the case of a 
vehicle equipped with two axles 
with a power brake on each rear 
hub, the weight must not exceed 
30,000 pounds. The companion bill 
increases the maximum length of 








Re-Appraise Mileage Ceiling! 


praisal of the whole tire and rubber situation to 
determine whether a higher mileage ceiling can be 
established to permit greater utilization of the pas- 
senger car in meeting the nation’s overall transporta- 
tion needs which are becoming more acute month by 
month. The re-appraisal should take into considera- 
tion a variety of elements—the progress of the syn- 
thetic rubber program, the quantity of tires and 
recapping made possible under the replenishment pro- 
gram, the potentiality of the reclaimed rubber pile, and 
the condition of the tires now on cars. Such a re-ap- 
praisal might well be undertaken by the Baruch com- 
mittee. 
2 The period during which A gasoline coupons are 
valid should be extended from 60 days to 90 days. 
Such an extension would not affect gasoline and rub- 
ber allowed under the mileage rationing setup, but 
would make possible a greater degree of flexibility in 
car use and would permit motorists more leeway in 
meeting various situations that cannot always be fore- 
seen when applying for ration allotments. 
3 Since there is accumulating evidence of a break- 
down in the distribution of tires and recappable 
carcasses acquired by the Defense Supplies Corp. under 
the idle-tire purchase plan, it is imperative that re- 
sponsibility for this bottleneck should be fixed by the 
Office of the Rubber Director and immediate steps 
taken to see that these tires flow as quickly as pos- 
sible into the channels of trade and to motorists in 
need of tire replacements. 
4 The speed limit of 35 miles an hour established for 
all vehicles under the mileage rationing program, 
should be re-examined. Tests should be undertaken to 
determine whether or not the saving in rubber justi- 








fies the current ceiling on speed. This is all the more 
important because of the action of the Office of Defense 
Transportation in providing trucks’ carrying 
emergency war loads with a special pennant permit- 
ting them to travel over the highways, even if over- 
loaded, at whatever speed is permitted under state 
laws, without regard for the overall 35-mile limit. This 
departure will of itself definitely tend to create a situa- 
tion that will make enforcement difficult, if not im- 
possible. 
5 Before the effective date of the registration period, 

the Office of Price Administration should make a 
restudy of the mileage rationing formula based on 15 
miles to the gallon of gasoline. Under this formula 
millions of car owners are penalized because the gaso- 
line allowed them will not enable them to get anything 
like the assumed mileage. 

The OPA should take immediate steps to author- 

ize local rationing boards to issue special rations 
for members of the armed forces on furlough leave, 
particularly where there is no other means of trans- 
portation available. 


Cars Versus Helicopter... 
Sharp Competition Foreseen 


In Postwar Transportation 


NEW YORK.—A sharp rise in 
the postwar demands for trans- 
portation facilities, as against 
peacetime requirements, featured 
by a wider use of private civil air- 
craft and lower operating costs for 
automobiles. are some of the re- 
sults which may be expected from 
the wartime experience of the 
transportation industry, according 
to a study in the Spring issue of 
The Index, a quarterly publication 
of the New York Trust Co. 

“Increased availability of 

planes for private use,” continues 
the discussion, “lower prices, the 
vastly expanded network of large 
and small air fields, the release 


from the armed forces of mil- 
lions of pilots, technicians and 
others conditioned to frequent 
use of aircraft, all point to 
greatly expanded use of private 
civil aircraft. The private air- 
plane will undoubtedly compete 
with the automobile for long- 
distance travel. The helicopter 
and the autogyro may compete 
with the automobile for medium 
distance travel, especially when 
there are natural obstacles, and 
with the airplane when con- 
venient air fields are not avail- 
able at one or the other ter- 
minal.” 


Drastic Highway Bill 


Enacted in Mich. 

LANSING.—Michigan’s _legis- 
lature sent to Gov. Kelly last 
week for approval or veto a 
patronage-grabbing bill which 
would split up Michigan’s suc- 
cessful highway department in- 
to 83 county divisions. 


its conversion of plants, says: 


the body, engine 


The act provides that each 
county in the state shall main- 
tain state roads within its boun- 
daries. The 2,500 state employes 
of the highway department, now 


under civil service, would be 
subject to dismissal, with their 
jobs filled by political appoint- 
ment. 


operating cost, and perhaps, 


smaller motor. 


similar changes.” 


In the motor field, The Index 
summarizing the prospect of many 
advances in structure, design and 
operations for the private automo- 
bile, once the industry completes 


“Manufacturers suggest that the 
total weight of the car may be 
reduced due to such developments 
as the use of lightweight metals 
in the engine, plastic materials in 
improvements 
incident to the use of high-octane 
gasoline, and other developments. 
The use of high-octane gasoline, 
which gives more mileage per gal- 
lon, makes possible a reduction in 
a 
Buses and trucks 
of the postwar period may embody 
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Castles Foresees_ ad 
Big Immediate | 
Postwar Market™ r 


WASHINGTON.—Prediction 
the war’s end would find an imme- 
diate urgent public need for ng 
less than 5,000,000 new cars, 
made here last week by David E. 
Castles, president of Nations 
Automobile Dealers Assn., who @m 
phasized the vital role of the motor 
car in domestic postwar planning 

“In the efforts now being made 
to plan as well as possible for 
postwar economic conditions, 
not amiss to make an effort to esti- 
mate what the market for automo- 
biles will be because of the va 
importance of this key industry,’ 
Castles declared. 

“Until we find out how long th 
war will last we can, of course, 
make only a rough estimate o 
postwar motor car requirements 
but facts are not lacking at this 
time from which it is possible tg 
gain a good general idea of : 
enormous’ proportions of _ that 
market. 

“During the years 1941 and 1942 
approximately 3,000,000 cars were 
taken out of service, most of the 
permanently. It would seem rea- 
sonable that there will be a de- 
mand for the replacement of : 
these automobiles. Another year 
of war doubtless would raise this 
number to 5,000,000. 

“The factor of obsolescence also 
is important. The last decennia 
federal census showed that on Ap 
1, 1940, three out of every 10 cars 
on farms were 10 years old om 
more. Later studies by other 
search groups indicated that on 
July 1, 1941, about 4,500,000 carg} 
were more than 10 years old. his 
means, of course, that today many 
more cars in the country hav — 
passed the age limit. ? 

“Still another factor is the de- 
mand for cars which will com@®. 
from the returning members of our * 
military forces. I believe I 
safe in estimating this demand al 
2,500,000 units at least. 

“In connection with these studiegs 
it is interesting to note that it; 
the immediate prewar years, the 
American public bought passenge 
cars as follows: 1941, 3,744,000 
1940, 3,692,000; 1939, 2,866,000; 1938, 
2,000,000; 1937, 3,915,000; 1936, 3,669 
000; 1935, 3,252,000; 1934, 2,177,000-~ 
This showed an annual average of 
3,164,000 cars over the eight-yea 
period.” 


McClure Heads 
St. Louis Dealers 


ST. LOUIS.—C. F. McClure, 
president of Mendenhall Motor Cg 
(Ford), has been elected preside 
of the Greater St. Louis Automo- 
tive Assn., Inc. Other office 
elected for a one-year term aré 
Sidney Weber, of Weber Imple- 
ment and Auto Co. (De Sota 
Plymouth), vice-president; George 
M. Berry, president of Berry Moto 
Co. (Packard), secretary; Josep’ 
A. Schlecht, secretary-manager and 
Fay Hahn, assistant secretary. 

Members named to the board a 
directors for a two-year term are 
Arthur R. Lindburg, of Fores 
Cadillac Olds Co., L. W. Thoms oa 
Thoms Pontiac Co., Percy Tucker 
of Tucker Motor Co. (Oldsmobile 
George Weber jr., of Weber Imple 
ment and Auto Co. (De Soto-_ 
Plymouth) distributor, and Sidne 
Weber, of Sidney Weber, Inc. 
(Dodge-Plymouth). 

Members to serve on the boa 
of directors for a one-year term 
are G. M. Berry, McClure, W. 
Rasmussen, retiring president an 
head of Big Four Chevrolet Co., 
C. A. Reichardt of Reichardt Ma 
tor Co. (Chevrolet) and F. 
Riesmeyer of Riesmeyer Motor Co. 
(Ford). 


Columbus Sells 25 Cars 


In Half of March 

COLUMBUS, O. — Twenty - five 
new passenger cars and three ne 
trucks were sold in Columbus and 
Franklin county during the first 18 
days of March, according to 
Arthur Yoder, clerk of the courts. . 

Included in the sales of new pas 
senger cars were five Buicks, ont 
Cadillac, 12 Chevrolets; one De- 
Soto; three Fords; and one eae 
of Hudson, Nash and Plymou 
Truck sales included one Aero- 
coach and two Internationals, 
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Villys Output Up 300% 


ver Peacetime 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Managing Editor 


TOLEDO. — With employment 
aore than triple peacetime, war 


‘production in Willys-Overland 


plants here is 300 to 400 percent 
bove prewar levels, it was re- 
vealed last week by President 
oseph W. Frazer. 

Willys is not only the largest 
producer of Army jeeps, Frazer 
old newspapermen, but the com- 
pany is now the second largest 
producer of aluminum forgings. 


HOFFMAN AVERS: 


Must Plan Now 


To Save Nation’s 


Free Enterprise 


DETROIT.—Postwar America 
an be saved from regimentation 
only by “bold planning now” and 

“rip-roaring risk-taking economy 
Sf free enterprise” after the war, 
1,200 industrialists were told here 
ast week by Paul G. Hoffman, 
Dresident of Studebaker and chair- 
man of the new Committee for 
Economic Development. 


Declaring that productive jobs | 


must be made for 56,000,000 persons 
ter the war—if “we are to main- 
tain a free society” . 
alled on private industry to exert 
utmost to regain and hold the 
nation’s peacetime economy once 
peace is attained. 
“Within two years after peace, 
we must be producing peacetime 


goods at the rate of $135,000,000,000 


the America of the Bill of Rights 


ig to survive,” Hoffman told his 


a 


verflow audience which included 

any auto leaders. 

He cautioned against public 
yorks programs during the transi- 

on period after the war, and ad- 

ised the use of votes to obtain 

national government and a taxa- 
ion system favorable to free enter- 
‘ se. 

Hoffman was_ introduced’ by 
Charles F. Kettering, General Mo- 
fers research chief, and he an- 

punced the appointment of C. C. 
‘arlton, president of Motor Wheel 
yorp., 
Michigan section of the CED. 


@Packard’s Net 


Doubles in *42 


DETROIT.—Packard Motor Car 
Co. and its subsidiaries, on a con- 
plidated basis, earned net profits 
of 31 cents a share on its 15.000,000 
o-par common shares in 1942 
lgainst 14 cents a share on the 
same amount of stock outstanding 
mn 1941. 


“Factory sales for 1942 were) 


$221,922,430, an increase of about 
20 percent over corresponding 
Sales of $100,817,403 for 1941,” 
van Macauley, chairman, and 
eorge T. Christopher, president, 
reported last week in a joint state- 
ment preliminary to publication of 
he 1942 annual report, which soon 
will be mailed to Packard’s 115,362 
ockholders. 
“Consolidated net earnings for 
1942,” explained Christopher, “were 
726,237 compared to $2,061,323 in 
941, an increase of ‘$2,664,914. 


WPB Warns Factories 


On Duplicate Orders 

DETROIT. —Serious impair- 
ment of the scheduled flow of 
vital materials under the Con- 
trolled Materials Plan is threat- 
ened by the practice adopted 
by some manufacturers of plac- 
ing more than one order for the 
aluminum, copper or steel al- 
lotted them, War Production 
Board officials warned last 
week. 

To halt this practice before it 
assumes dangerous proportions, 
WPB issued an interpretation 
of CMP Regulation No. 1 which 
makes it clear that duplication 
of orders for allotted materials 
is in violation of the law and 
may subject manufacturers to 
severe penalties under the 
criminal code. 


., Hoffman | 


as vice-chairman of the; 


one of the largest manufacturers 
of 155 mm. shells and_ several 
secret devices, he revealed. 

Frazer declared that his com- 
pany expects to continue produc- 
tion of a modified jeep after the 
war (Willys has sole right to 
manufacture these vehicles in 
the postwar, he said), and said 
that the jeeps will be marketed 
through auto dealers. He also 
said Willys intends to produce 

a light line of trucks after the 

war, in addition to a small car. 

A big postwar market for the 
jeep, in both agricultural and ex- 
| port fields, is expected by Frazer. 
He also believes some of the jeep’s 
present features may have postwar 
adaptations in trucks and cars. 

Frazer declined to speculate on 
the probabilities of resuming out- 
put of 1942-model cars after peace, 
declaring that the determining fac- 
| tors will be the length of the war 
land the availability of materials 
and engineers prior to peace. 

Commenting on the War Pro- 
duction Board’s plans to resume 
production of some civilian prod- 
ucts next fall, Frazer asserted he 
did not believe manufactur eof 
a “Victory” model during the 
war would be possible until the 
rubber and gasoline problems are 
licked, perhaps 15 months from 
now. 

Newspapermen were taken on a 
tour of Willys plants, revealing 
‘that 15 percent of Willys’ workers 
|/are now women, mostly on jeep 
| and shell operations. No manpower 
‘problem is being experienced at 
present, Frazer revealed. 


| GM Subcontracts 





Hit $900 Million, 
‘Half of War Output 


| NEW YORK.—General Motors 
|purchases from thousands of sub- 
| contractors and suppliers scattered 
widely over the country, to supply 
it with parts and materials for its 
expanding volume of war goods 
production, approximately $900,000,- 
000 in 1942, Alfred P. Sloan jr., 
chairman of the corporation, dis- 
closed last week in a statement 
made preliminary to issuing his 
annual report to stockholders. 

“This extensive use of subcon- 

tractors,” Sloan said, “is the appli- 
cation to wartime operations of a 
‘long-established peacetime  pro- 
cedure of GM and the automobile 
industry in general, a procedure 
which has helped to maintain the 
requirements of mass production 
through the delivery of parts and 
subassemblies according to pre- 
arranged time schedules, 

“This practice in the case of the 
/corporation resulted in the spread 
of approximately one-half of its 
| war work to outside firms.” 


GM’s Diesels 


Power New 


Navy Vessels 


| CLEVELAND.—More than a mil- 
jlion and a half horsepower in 
General Motors’ diesel engines is 
being supplied to power an impor- 
tant percentage of the new de- 
stroyer escort vessel program of 
the U. S. Navy, which has been 
| just announced by Secretary Frank 
| Knox. The Cleveland Diesel Engine 
| division of General Motors has now 
| been permitted by the Navy to 
/announce the use of its engines in 
|this new program. 

| The disclosure gives some indi- 
cation of the tremendous scope of 
|the Navy’s program to wipe the 
|menace of Nazi submarines from 
|the Atlantic. 

| The power involved in just the 
|General Motors’ Diesel share of 
the powering of these new vessels 
| is sufficient to generate enough 
electric current to meet the aver- 
age household demands of a city 
of considerably more than a mil- 
lion population. 

No details of the power plants 
for the DE boats can be made 
public other than the fact that the 
engines are one of the standard 
General Motors Diesel products. 


DEALER WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


A new service to Automotive News subscribers, reaching more than 12,000 automotive establish- 
ments from Maine to California, an estimated 50,000 readers. Low rates: TEN CENTS (10¢) PER 
WORD per insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups 
of numbers as one word. Ads may be signed with your name and address at regular rates, but where 
replies are sent to “Box No....., Care Automotive News, Detroit” these words are FREE, and replies 
are forwarded, unopened, day received. Address: 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, 


HELP WANTED 


FLORIDA DEALER wants make connec- 
tions Eastern Automobile Dealer or in- 
dividual buyer used automobiles. Box 
402, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED: AUTOMOBILE MECHANICS 
for Cadillac-Oldsmobile dealership and 
Buick-Pontiac dealership in Pensacola, 
Florida. Good salary and commission 
and plenty of work. Write Mitchell Mo- 
tors, Pensacola, Fla. 


MECHANICS WANTED. Chrysler Product 
experience. Salary. Vacation with pay 
after first year. Best of working condi- 
tions. Contact Mr. Lange, Shank-Cobley, 
Inc., 1017 Madison Avenue, Toledo, Ohio. 


PARTS MANAGER FOR Chrysler Dis- 
tributor covering 24 Counties. Excellent 
opportunity in old established firm for 
right party. McClure-Nesbitt Motor 
Company, 611 East Broad Street, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


NEED TWO GOOD MECHANICS. Good 
working conditions, excellent climate, 
will pay salary or commission. Box 393, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


EXPERIENCED PARTS MANAGER for 
Chrysler Products also 3 experienced me- 
chanics. Good opportunity with large 
Florida distributor of Chrysler products 
who will definitely stay open for the 
duration and thereafter. Box 379, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


SEVERAL CHEVROLET MECHANICS 
needed by one of Texas oldest dealers. 
Good pay—plenty of work. Give refer- 
ences and experience. Box 369, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


POSITION WANTED 


ESTABLISHED MANUFACTURERS 
AGENT is seeking account to represent 
on commission basis in automotive in- 
dustry. Best of references. Technical 
education. Box 392, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE 


Seasoned Man with excellent 
background of diversified and 
extensive experience in all De- 
partments of the Automobile 
Business. Served successively as 
Office Manager, Sales Manager 
and General Manager. Available 
for immediate connection any- 
where. Box 390, Automotive 
News. 


USED CARS WANTED 


CALIFORNIA DEALER fiying EAST soon. 
Will buy 50 or your entire stock of late 
model clean used cars. Wire or airmail, 
Ed’s Motor Vehicle Exchange, 740 Van- 
Ness Ave., San Francisco, Calif. 


NEBRASKA CHEVROLET DEALER wants 
to buy used cars and truck from 1939 
to 1942 Chevrolets, Plymouths and Fords. 
They must be clean with good rubber. 
Box 375, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED: Used 1942 Buicks, 51, 56C, 71, 
76C, or 76S Series. Box 396, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


© Wanted late model auto- 
mobiles for California 
market. Will pay high 
price for choice models. 
Write full description and 
price wanted. If satisfac- 
tory will have buyer call 
on you within 48 hours. 


KELLEY KAR COMPANY 
1225 S. Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, California 


WOULD LIKE TO BUY used Chevrolets 
and Pontiacs. Give description and price. 
Also pick-ups. SCHUCH MOTOR CO., 
INC., SAN ANGELO, TEXAS. 


WILL BUY FIFTY 1936, 1937 and 1938 
Fords or Chevrolets. Allan Mims, Inc., 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 


FLORIDA DEALER in market for large 
number late model used cars—good 
condition with good tires. Advise de- 
scription and price. Box 403, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


WANTED USED CARS. 
models. Highest prices. 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


All makes and 
Box 401, c/o 


WILL BUY LATE model used cars if 
clean with good rubber. Send your lists 
with prices. Loder Bros., Salem, Oregon. 


WE ARE IN THE MARKET for any 
number used cars. Prefer to buy dealer’s 
entire stock or at least in quantity 
number. Write or wire Rogers Motor 
Company, 1317 East Eleventh Street, 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 


CAROLINA 


WANTED: New cars, 


LATE MODEL AMBULANCE 


cury, Chevrolet, Dodge, Plymouth. Send 
catalog and prices to PAPS, c/o 
Weavers, 2860 Broadway, Oakland, 
California. 


USED BUSES FOR SALE 


USED BUSES FOR SALE. Standard 


makes. 24-passenger to 36-passenger. In 
lots of one or more. Mosby-Mack Motor 
Co., Topeka, Kans. 


150 to 200 40’s to 42's. 
models on hand at all times. Box 400, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


BUICK AND LINCOLN Custom 1941 7- 


passenger, both only 9,000 miles. Repre- 
sent new cars. $1,750. F-E-L-Z, 1132 
Diversey Bivd., Chicago. 


AVERAGE STOCK of fifty 1940-41 


low 
Motors 
Toledo, 


mileage popular cars. General 
Dealer, 1137 Sylvania Ave., 
Ohio. Lawndale 7816. 


IMMEDIATE SALB fifty 1941 Chevrolet 


and fifty 1941 Plymouth two-door and 
four-door sedans; also 40 1941 Dodge 
sedans and 30 dump trucks. All models, 
all cars in excellent condition. Excellent 
tires. Delivery Drivers Available. Box 
397, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


two Packards, ten Studebakers, one De- 

Soto and one Studebaker Cab and 

Chassis. Also Thirty Used Cars of dif- 

ferent makes. Marion Auto Finance 

oe Marion, Ohio. Telephone No. 
16. 


NEW YORK DEALER wants to sell 56 


new and 36 used cars. Box 374, c/o 


Automotive News, Detroit. 
NEW CARS WANTED 


WANTED—NEW FORD cars and trucks, 


Advise price F.O.B. your 
Box 405, 
Detroit. 


c/o Automotive News, 


PENNSYLVANIA DEALER will buy im- 


mediately any number of new cars. 
State models and price. Motors Finance 
Co., Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 


DEALER will buy any New 
1942 Model General Motors Car. Write 
Box 395, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED ALL MODELS, Pool ‘‘A’’ 1942 


HUDSONS. Box 394, 
News, Detroit. 


c/o Automotive 


WILL BUY ANY number of new cars, any 


make or body style. Allan Mims, Inc., 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 

any make. Advise 
make, model, color and equipment, your 
invoice cost and price you want. 
ZUHARS OLDSMOBILE COMPANY, 
Portsmouth, Ohio. . 


OHIO DEALER HAS 30 1942 New Dodge 


Trucks % ton to 2 ton, all body types 
and properly conditioned, will trade equal 
value for new Dodge Cars. Box 384, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


number new cars. : 
options, and price wanted. Box 387, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


AMBULANCE WANTED 


in good 
condition. Wire or write giving com- 
plete description. Contact ambulance 
owners in your town then let me know 
what you have. John P. Mooney, Fifth 
Ave., McKeesport, Pa. 


TRACTORS WANTED 


WANTED: 1941 GMC Model ACR 522 or 


Detroit. 
EQUIPMENT WANTED 


WANTED — EQUIPMENT for recapping 


Write Box 406, 
Detroit. 


tires. 
News, 


c/o Automotive 


WE NEED FIFTEEN or twenty steel 


parts bins, preferably Berloy. Write us 
direct quoting kind of bins and prices. 
THE MARKSHEFFEL MOTOR COM- 
PANY, Colorado Springs, Colo. 


FRONT WHEEL BALANCER, Bean or 


Bear preferred. Complete descri;tion, 
price. Box 380, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


WE HAVE A FEW new wrecker tow 


cranes, complete, which we will sacrifice. 
Will fit any type of Pick-up or Truck. 
Address Box 404, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


2—1936 Heavy Duty Francis Auto Cart 


Truck Trailers, Tandem wheels, 
axle; good 7.50x20-10 ply tires: $600 
each. Also 14—New Dodge Truck 
windshield Cowl Assemblies, $50 each. 
PARRISH, INC., TULSA, OKLA. 


single 


COMPLETE ALLEN TUNE-UP outfit in- 


cluding Syncrograph Model E136, Coil 
Tester Model E-193, Voilt-Amp. Tester 
Model E192. Never used. Reasonably 
priced. Plank Motor-, Hollida);sburg, Pa. 


DETROIT. 


FEED MILL FOR SALE—J. B. Feed Mill 
and Batch Mixer mounted on 
8 Cylinder, 100 H.P., New Ford 158” 
Wheel Base Chassis, No. 3-U.P. Portable 
Unit with No. D-700 Hercules Power 
take off, Dual Batch Mixer—1,000 
Pounds each, Corn Sheller, Sports Ar- 
rester, Electric Light, 4 Screens—3/16— 
5/16—7/16—9/16, used less than 100 
hours. Priced right. Box 377, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


ee et eeneneneensesnmieenenteetssiseeenn 

2 COMPLETE CONSTANT potentia! bat- 
tery rechargers and benches, 50 battery 
capacity each. Will send pictures on 
request. Graham Motor Sales, Bloom- 
ington, Indiana. 


tsetse 

DUMP BODIES—Galion 5 yd. 6’x8’x48”, 
used two months; also Heil body 6’x9’x 
18”—both heavy duty hoists—also others. 
Inquire John Pitz, Mgr., Columbus Truck 
& Equipment Co., Columbus, Ohio. 


1941 HARLEY DAVISON Servi-Car. 
Condition. WRECKER, Manley Crane, 
new cradle, mounted Dodge chassis. 
—— Motor Company, New Castle, 
a. 


Good 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 


WANTED CHEVROLET FRANCHISE 
anyplace, 300 car or better. Prefer 
Nor‘heastern section metropolitan aren. 
Will buy all assets and consider reason- 
able premium. Negotiations will be 
treated in confidence. Box 399, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


aia caenictatni 

INTERESTED IN GOOD SIZED Pontiac 
or Chevrolet Dealership in Middle West 
Part of U.S.A. Prefer town of about 
50 to 100,000 population. Box 383, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 5 


DESIRE PURCHASE CHEVROLET, Ford 
or Buick Dealership in California, Ari- 
zona or good Southwest City over 20,000 
Population. Give full particulars. Box 
370, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


NEW TRUCES FOR SALE 


25 BRAND NEW Ford Stake Bodies 9 
and 12 feet long. If interested contact 
Behrend Brothers, Baltimore's Largest 
Ford Dealer, Fallsway & Centre St., 
Balto., Md. 


<i teeters 

25 NEW G.M.C. TRUCKS, pickups, panels, 
and dual tire chassis. Will consider full 
list price plus 1% per month additional 
only. Write Box 388, c/o Automotive 
News, Detroit. 


TWO NEW ’42 WILLYS % ton pick-ups 
for sale by dealer in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
who is discontinuing new car sales. 
Offered to dealers only, at wholesale 
plus 1% for storage and interest. Box 
376, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


NEW TRUCES WANTED 


trucks, any make, will pay premium. 
Give full specifications. Box 382, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


USED TRUCKS FOR SALE 


WE ALWAYS STOCK 150 to 160 Used 
Trucks of ALL makes and body types. 
No matter what you want, we have it. 
Write SHEARER CHEVROLET, 7244 
Manchester, St. Louis, Mo. or call Mr. 
Swiney, HILand 3400. 


USED TRUCES WANTED 


LATE MODEL TRUCKS, Stakes, Tractors, 
Trailers, and Expresses. Box 381, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED: USED TRUCKS, Pickups, 


dump trucks, flat racks trucks and 
trailers. Any commercial units. Write 
or Wire SUTTON MOTORS, 1517 Kay 
Street, Sacramento, California. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


WILL BUY FOR CASH—custom built 
automobile radios. State models, quan- 
tity available and lowest cash prices. 
Box 398, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WILL BUY ALL MAKES and models of 
used cars and trucks. Highest prices. 
Also want all types of new or used 
garage equipment, bulk or piece. Also 
have all types of new or used garage 
equipment for sale. Have large amount 
of new Alemite equipment at less than 
half price. BURKHOLDER, INC., 321 
Ionia, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


zkkekekkKk  k 
OLD AUTOMOBILE 


CATALOGS WANTED 


FOR RESEARCH 


A scientific museum wants 
authentic automobile cata- 
logs and sales literature 
issued between 1890 and 
1925. Will pay reasonable 
prices. Write full descrip- 
tion to Museum, Dept. A. 
140 W. Ontario Street, 
Chicago. 
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Address all Box No. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit. 
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OPA’s Proposal ‘Unnecessary’... 
East’s Dealers Assail 


U.C. Price Ceiling 


Special to Automotive News 

PHILADELPHIA. — Local auto 
dealers were unanimous in their 
denunciation last week of a pro- 
posed used car price ceiling, re- 
ported under consideration by OPA. 

Used car ceilings were called 
“unnecessary and impractical” de- 
vices that would benefit neither 
the public nor the dealers. The 
prevailing opinion was that dealers 
are already burdened with too 
many restrictions and that “the 
only phase of the auto dealers’ 
business that has been left reason- 
ably alone should not be disturbed.” 

The price formula most favor- 
ed by the OPA, it is understood 
here, as applied to Ford, Chev- 
rolet and Plymouth, for instance, 
is as follows in the Philadelphia 
area: 1941 models, 95 percent of 
factory list plus $30 freight; 1940 
models, 86 percent of factory list 
plus $80 freight; 1939 models, 
68 percent of factory list plus 



























































the price dealers will ask? 


at ceiling prices. 
ceiling price, customers will be- 
come dictatorial. 

“They never put bottoms on 
prices when they go down,” Cris- 
coni continued. “But just as soon 


overhead, a ceiling is proposed. I 
believe the idea is impractical for 
both the public and the trade, and 
the dealers trying to survive will 
have to foot the bill.” 

William M. Greer (Packard); 
“Leave the ceilings alone and 
prices will steady themselves.” 

Albert A. Jacobs (Chevrolet): 
“Markets and demand are different 
in all parts of the country. Used 
car ceilings are nothing more than 
a penalty imposed upon the East 
because other sections are way out 


$30 freight. of line.” 
Reactions as expressed here Clifford H. Koelle (Ford): 
follow: “The biggest difficulty in ceilings 


John Crisconi (Oldsmobile): “If 
the public learns the ceiling price 


Used Car Sales 
Rise Slightly 


In San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
in February, as reported by the 
dealer-members of the San An- 
tonio Automobile Trade _ Assn., 
topped January sales by 38 units. 
The report follows: 

There were 505 cars on hand at 
the start of the month, with sales 
totaling 326 units for a unit turn- 
over of 64 percent as compared 
with 52 percent for January. Total 
sales amounted to $186,198, for a 
turnover value of 95 percent 
against 70 percent, and an average 
value of $571 against $552. 

There were 472 cars on hand at 
the end of the month. having a 
total value of $213,204, and an aver- 
age value of $452 against $389 for 
January. 

Comparative figures show that in 
January there were 288 cars sold 
for a unit turnover of 52 percent, 
a total valuation of $159,069, a turn- 
over value of 70 percent, and an 
average value of $552. There were 
505 cars on hand at the end of the 
month having a total value of 
$196,681, and an average value of 
$389. 

In February, 1942, there were 450 
cars sold for a unit turnover of 
41 percent, a total value of $200,024, 
a turnover value of 50 percent, and 
an average value of $444. There 
were 1,067 cars on hand at the end 
of the month having a total value 
of $412,290, and an average value 
of $386. 


Packard Regional 


Chiefs in Session 


DETROIT. — Regional managers 
of Packard met in Detroit Friday 
for a discussion of current plans 
and procedures to help conserve 
automotive transportation. A total 
of 17 together, with heads of Pack- 
ard operations from New York, 
Chicago, Atlanta, Montreal, Cincin- 
nati, Dallas, Cleveland and Detroit, 
attended. 

L. W. Slack, acting general] sales 
manager, was in charge of the 
meeting. Appearing on the pro- 
gram with him were A. B. Nielsen, 
assistant sales manager; J. F. Page, 
service manager; Hugh W. Hitch- 
cock, advertising manager, and 
other factory chiefs. 

Slack pointed out that the Pack- 
ard field force still numbers its 
pre-war strength. 


is the policy of not considering 
increased prices of new cars and 
not pro-rating them in accord- 
ance with carrying charges al- 
lowed by OPA. The OPA price 
is based on the FOB price and 
that doesn’t consider the present 
price of new cars. It would be 

more fair if they would take a 

percentage of the present de- 
livered price, rather than the 

FOB formula.” 

E. Q. Raney (Chevrolet): “TI 
don’t think it advisable because 
it will freeze the better used cars 
in the hands of their owners and 
allow the poorer used cars to 
bring more money than they are 
worth, The dealers have handled 
used cars satisfactorily and fairly. 
There have been no runaway 
prices.” 

Martin Bury (DeSoto-Plymouth) : 
“Auto dealers now are burdened 
with more restrictions than they 
can cope with. Used car ceilings 
will not help the public or the 
dealers.” 


Battery Ceilings 
Setup Altered 


WASHINGTON. — Manufacturers 
and wholesalers of automotive bat- 
teries and parts were provided 
with alternative ceilings for their 
sales last week by OPA. 

The action allows the manufac- 
turer or wholesaler to use the Feb. 
1, 1942, price as his ceiling, or he 
may, if he chooses, add the previ- 
ously authorized allowance of one 
cent per pound of lead content to 
his Oct. 1, 1941, list price. 


Most manufacturers and whole- 
salers will not be affected by the 
action, which was taken in Amend- 
ment No. 70 to Maximum Price 
Regulation No. 136 (Machines and 
Parts and Machinery Services) and 
becomes effective March 22, 1943. 
However, a few producers and 
wholesalers, who were squeezed by 
former limitations on use of the 
lead allowance, will be relieved. 

Retailers will absorb the _ in- 
creased costs. Retail prices will 
remain the same and retailers’ 
margins are considered adequate 
to absorb the increase which | 
amounts to about 24 cents in the 
price of the average battery. 








DETROIT.—With the _ resigna- 
tion of W. J. O’Neil from the 
presidency of Dodge, three top 
executives of Chrysler Corp. were 
promoted last week by K. T. Keller. 
president. 

Herman L. Weckler, vice-presi- 
dent of the corporation, was named 
president of Dodge, and will re- 
main as general manager of the 
Chrysler corporation. 

F, J. Lamborn, former vice-presi- 
dent in charge of manufacturing 
for Dodge, was advanced to vice- 
president and general manager of 
Dodge. 


Keller Resigns Post 


With Studebaker 


SOUTH BEND.—George D. Kel- 
ler has resigned as vice-president 
of Studebaker Corp., according to 
Paul G. Hoffman, president. 

Keller has left South Bend for 
an extended vacation and at pres- 
ent his plans for the future are in- 
definite. 








on used cars, they will proceed to 
sell their own cars, Why sell them 
to dealers when they already “a 

ar 
owners will find their own buyers 
Knowing the 


as we get a chance to cover our 


Weckler-Lamborn Head Dodge 
As O'Neil Resigns Post 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MARCH 29, 1943 


Dealers Fight Ceiling 


On Used Car Prices 

FORT WAYNE, Ind.—Pro- 
posed price ceilings on used cars 
would tend to throw smaller car 
dealers out of business, accord- 
ing to members of the Fort 
Wayne Auto Trade Assn., which 
has protested the plan. 

The complaint also was made 
that price ceilings would con- 
tribute to possible discrimina- 
tion inasmuch as all cars of any 
year, regardless of mechanical 
and running condition and use- 
fulness, would sell at the same 
Price. 


Buick Dealers 
Push Systematic 
Car Inspections 



























paign, Buick dealers are _ co- 


ager. 


being placed on the greater need 
this year for a systematic inspec- 
tion of cars in the hands of own- 
ers and the performance of neces- 
sary maintenance work to insure 
continued efficient performance and 
prolong useful car life. 

Hufstader said that it will be a 
part of the dealers’ spring pro- 
gram to provide facilities for con- 
venient and speedy attention to all 
items of car maintenance and to 
place emphasis on the importance 
of maintenance in their dealing 
with car owners. 


Recaps Demand 
Swamps Balto 


BALTIMORE. — (UTPS)—Thou- 
sands of Baltimore motorists are 
availing themselves of the oppor- 
tunity of getting their tires re- 
capped under the new regulations 
making the use of rationing board 
certificates unnecessary. 

Roland Long, executive secretary 
of the Baltimore Retail Tire Deal- 
ers’ Assn.. said the demand for re- 
capping had been so great that 
most recappers were a week to 10 
days behind in their work. Long 
stated that the 40,000 excess tires 
stored in the Camden warehouse 
have been moving out steadily to 
distributors or repair plants. 

oF 


Price Ceiling Violations 


Charged in St. Louis 
ST, LOUIS.—A charge that the 
price ceiling for automobile repair- 
ing in the St. Louis area is being 
violated has reached the office of 
Russell E, Gardner, Eastern Mis- 
souri director of OPA who declared 
that enforcement is being defeated 
by ‘ small personnel of his staff. 
plaints assert that in many 
i ces ceiling prices are posted 
h r than those in effect last 
March. 


Whitaker Reelected Head 


Of Minneapolis Dealers 

MINNEAPOLIS.— (UTPS)—Min- 
neapolis Automobile Dealers’ Assn. 
has reelected Floyd Whitaker as 
president, A. B. Lindahl vice-presi- 
dent, and Edward Taylor, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

Directors elected consist of the 
officers and C. L. Holt, C. K. Minar, 
Louis S. Grossman and Jos. Saun- 
ders. 


L. L. Colbert, operating manager 
of the Chicago-Dodge war plant, 
was elevated to general manager 
of that plant. 

O’Neil, who entered the auto 
industry in 1907, had been presi- 
dent of Dodge since 1938. Weckler 
joined Chrysler corporation in 1932 
when he became assistant to Keller. 

Lamborn, who entered the auto 
field as a tool maker in 1911, be- 
came a vice-president of Chrysler 
in 1936. Colbert, a resident attor- 
ney for the corporation for nine 
years, was named assistant to/! 
O’Neil last year. 








FLINT.—In a nationwide cam- 


operating with ODT to stimulate 
maintenance of automobile trans- 
portation, according to W. F. Huf- 
stader, Buick general sales man- 


In connection with seasonal ac- 
tivity, Hufstader said, emphasis is 
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| Three Groups 
Set to Tackle | 
Labor Problems 


DETROIT. — Thirty-eight top 
executives and specialists of the 
automotive indystry have been 
mapping out a fact-finding pro- 
gram to get at the roots of its 
manpower problems. 


Three manpower groups, com- 
posed of leading figures from 
automotive companies throughout 
the Middlewest, have been set up 
to specialize in different aspects of 
the program, according to C. E. 
Wilson, president of General Mo- 
tors Corp. and head of the Auto- 
motive Council for War Produc- 
tion’s Manpower Committee. 


Operating under a top commit- 
tee of 18 industry leaders, the 
following standing committees will 
collect facts and exchange experi- 
ences in three broad fields: 

Manpower Supply Committee, 
headed by Herman Weckler, vice- 
president and general manager of 
Chrysler Corp. 

Worker Morale Committee, head- 
ed by George T. Christopher, presi- 
dent of Packard Motor Car Co. 

Manpower Utilization Committee, 
headed by W. F. Armstrong, vice- 
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Truck Releases 
1,630 in Week 


automotive division 
Thursday. The figures for the week 
are presented in a slightly modified 
tabulation. 

A category, “miscellaneous vehi- 
cles” which appeared in previous 
reports and included station 
wagons, ambulances, hearses, etc., 
has been dropped and a new cate- 
gory, “Attachment Third Axles,” 
has been added. 

The units formerly recorded 
under miscellaneous figures are 
now counted in their appropriate 
category of light or medium trucks 
or Attachment Third Axles. This 
change offers more accurate classi- 
fications as a basis for accounting. 

Civilian users and holders of 
government exemption permits re- 
ceived 264 light, 901 medium, and 
232 heavy trucks; 212 trailers and 
21 attachment third axles. 


Fritts Moves Up 


MEMPHIS.—N. S. Fritts has been 
appointed sales manager of Chuck Hut- 
ton Co. (Dodge-Plymouth), C. E. 
Hutton, president announces. 


Two Postwar Views 


Designer Says Public Won’t Accept ’42 Models; ' 
Employment Angle Cited on Other Side’ - , 


NEW YORK.—Belief that the 
consuming public will not accept 
plans for postwar resumption of 
1942-model production of automo- 
biles and other consumer durable 
goods, was expressed by Leo H. 
Rich, an associate of Walter Dor- 
win Teague, industrial designer, in 
addressing a meeting here of the 
New York Society of Security 
Analysts. 

“T have heard,” he said, “that the 
present plan of some makers of 
automobiles, refrigerators, stoves 
and other consumer durable goods 
is to get into quick production of 
1942 models and take immediate 
advantage of deferred demands. 
These manufacturers believe, in 
addition to this being expedient, it 
has a sound economic basis. 

“But I don’t believe the manu- 
facturers can get away with this. 
They have educated the public to 
expect new models each year, and 
the fabricator of parts has learned 
so much during the war that he 
is ready to bring out improved 
versions of his particular part. 
Submission of better products and 
materials and the demand of the 
public who have been made aware 
of these new materials and prod- 
ucts may force the hand of the 
assembler.” 

Pointing out that it would be 


necessary for many companies to 


make a survey of their normal 


peacetime lines, Rich saw the pos- 
sibility of switching to manufac- 
ture of other products 
' cases. 


in some 


president of Nash-Kelvinator Corp. 






WASHINGTON.—A total of 1,630 
vehicles was released under the 
truck-rationing program during 
the week ended March 20, WPB’s 
announced 
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Western Buyers 


Offer Big Prices | 


For East’s Cars 


BOSTON.—In recent weeks th 
has been a number of men visiting 
Boston and other New Englan 
cities seeking to buy used : 
Among them have been dealers 
from as far west as Seattle, Le 
Angeles and cities in Texas. 


Prices being offered for cars iy 
this territory have amazed dee 
here. For example, cars ready to 
sell here for $700 could be sold t . 
the Western men for $800 nae 
even $875. Others above that c 
could have been sold equally higgg™ 
and for some in the lower p 7 
class as much as $200 more thar 
the Boston price was offered. oo. 

Railroad officials have called Uf 
dealers seeking information if Ba 
ton cars were being sold so the 
arrangements might be made to 
ship them. Rail shipments to t 
East fill freight cars but there i 
plenty of empty space going back. 

However, visitors have not ha 
much success in getting cars here.’ 


tion of 1942 models in major con; 

sumer durable goods will be ré 

quired by industry’s sociologicak 
responsibilities, it was asserted b 
speakers at a meeting here of tht 
postwar planning group of the 
American Marketing Assn. ‘ 

Answering a recently expressed 
view that the public might not” 
accept 1942 models in the post 
period, one gas-appliance executive 
said that a time lag sufficient to 
allow the automobile industry, fd 
example, to introduce completely...” 
new models would be so long as 
to bring about a collapse in eni 
ployment in the industry. 

As to contention that the de 
velopment of new materials an@. 
new products by suppliers would 
virtually force their incorporatiog 
in postwar models, it was pointe?’ 
out that this could be done with- 
out necessarily changing the basi 
overall design of an automobile ores 
other product in the consume 
durable goods field. ‘ 

Because discussion was highly 
informal at the meeting, with ; 
large number of speakers limite 
to two minutes each, identification 
of the speakers was deemed ing 
advisable for publication. 

Varying answers were given by 
members as to their opinion @ 
when the war would end. 
picked April, 1944; one by July 
1944, and another by the fall @ 
next year. Extremes ranged from 
June of this year to “some time ig 
1945.” 
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NEW YORK.—Postwar resump- 
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